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" noes/3 a slender majority of fourteen for the Gov-
ernment.

Any attempt to give a detailed account of the dis-
cussions which followed the second reading would far
exceed the limits of this study.

The points which have been touched on above were
again and again repeated and -elaborated, and very
confident predictions uttered, more especially by Mr.
Bowles, that evasion would disappoint the hopes of
the authors of the Bill. It was not until the 17th of
July, 1894, that is to say, three months and a day
after its first introduction, that the third reading of
the Bill was carried, when it passed the Commons with
a majority of twenty without the closure having been
applied to any stage of the discussion, a result due to
the exercise of the highest qualities of leadership and
parliamentary skill on the part of Sir William Harcourt.

The passing of the Finance Bill through the House
of Lords was marked by a strong protest from the
Duke of Devonshire against the " accumulated horrors
of aggregation and graduation/' and by an important
speech from the leader of the opposition and master
of that House, Lord Salisbury. He naturally de-
nounced the idea of graduation, considering the
assertion that either Sir Stafford Northcote or Mr.
Goschen had been responsible for it " a mere juggle of
words" ; but he abstained from any promise to
reverse the policy and, what was more important, he
allowed the measure to pass. In view of the fate
of the 1909 Budget, in some respects perhaps a less
"violent and revolutionary departure from former
principles of finance " than that of 1894, the words
in which he defined the constitutional position are